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Uncle Sam Annex It.

While the powers are plotting and
planning,; each for its share of the vast
Chinese empire, should the
of the empire be the outcome of
Present “uncertain conditions, there is
one great province of )
unknown to the other <, is only
waiting the chance to become+a part
of the (Tuited States. This the sea-
ecnast provinee of Fukien, with a popu-
Tation of 22,000,000
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eyve on Nussia, who was buiiding mas-.
fortifications with feverish haste
just amoss the narrow gulf. Italy was
pressing her claims on the
Mun, in the province of Chekiang,
while Japan, robbed of the spoils of
victory, was attempting to rain
tige, compensate herself by mak-
ing claims on th: province of Fukien.
Such was the condition of China and
is small wonder that patriotic Chi-
were filled with apprehension.
-« were ramors of palace intrigues,
seord in  the Imperial clan,
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endeared himself 40 all T"hinese by his
work in their behalf. Dr. Smyth is a
New Yorker, educated in the College
of . the City of New York and Drew
Theclogical seminary, who went. to
China as a missionary in 1882 and was
soon placed in charge of the educationad
is church in Foochow.

The company of patriots which bore

| the petition' to Dr. Smyth's house was
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headed, by one of the censors of China.
The gensors are in a way the highest

dent of the great America, and say
that we beg for an edict (proclamation)
annexing this province of the Happy
Establishment to his dominion. If this
may not be, we beg that at least he will
extend his protection over our terri-
tory and over our miserable people, who
are threatened with great sorrow and
loss, unless he in his beneficence shall
eondescend to save us.”

When the censor had ceased speak-
ing, Dr. Smyth stood for a moment
dumbfounded. He attempted to ex-
plain to the assembled mandarins that
such a thing was 1mpossﬂ;le: that «our
peopie wourld not.look with favor on
such a propesition; that the president
had no power to do such a thing; that

_he was not an absolute ruler as they

e t could simply carry out the
:‘\.“1;9, Ol;u the people. The petitioners,
however, were unconvinced, and they
insisted that Dr. Smyth should go to
Washington as their ambassador.

«Peacher,” said the old censor, “we

! do not understand. but you are wise.

Here isgmoney. Whatever you will is
vours. o and make the prayer for us.
Present this petition to your president.
You will explain it to,him and he win
understand. He will not deny our
prayer and leave us to the mercy of
those who would plunder amd destroy
us,”

Dr. Smyth then explained to them

offiMals of the empire, for it is theirthat Hawaii had but recently made a
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f Dr. Smyth, and the old censor care-
ull i on the table before him a for-
midable looking document written on
vermillion paper on which "all official

Dr. Smyth looked in wonder from one
another of the Chinese officials be-
him, and, using the ceremonial

to

fore

form emploved on occasions of import, |

finally =said:
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The old censor who headed €he dele-
ration went straight at the matter,
vithout the usual preliminary formal-
ities, answering:
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was divided among warring factions,
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of which, however, both Russia and Ja-
pan were eagerly striving. The great
fsiand of Formosa had been given
Japan., but the main land hid been
seaved’ to the empire, though at a
heavy monetary cost, hy tae inter-
vention of powers who had proved even
more rapaciocus than Japan. Russia
had secured Port Arthur, the Gibraitar
of China. Germany, on_ a mere .pre-
text, had seized Kiao Chau and was
drivirg the population from the seized
te oritery, diopossessing people from
homes, some of which had been held in
their famifies for over 2,000 wears.
¥rance had”increased her olaim in
south China, and England, though she
had not aided in relieving China from
the demands of Japan, nevertheless felt
ustified in “aceepting the lease of Wei
i{d Wei,”” so that she could keep an

!
| that the president issue a proclamation
| extending American protection over it.
It is said. the sense of tie entire
gathering w that such a petition
{ should be presented. As to the
nature the document .there. was
much discussion? Many plans @ were
advanced, and finally a compromise pe-
tition wus completed emghodying < what
were believad to the features
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ally throwing the province on the mercy
of the United States, with but few un-
conditions. 1t is worthy of
when these Chinese officials

note that
had prepared their petition to the Unijt-
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1»:: States they did not seek the Ungited

t States consul in Foechow, but .an
Amergican missionary, the Rev. George
{ B. Smyth, D. D, president of the Anglo-
| Chinese college 413 that city, whp had

exact |

surely secured under the beneficent rule
of the great America than it would un-
der that of the power which @¢ have
i heard has claimed our province faor
itself (Japan). It is insufferable for
| our people to think that they shall be
ruled over by the miserable dwartfs
(Japanesej.

“Our province is rich; the great
America already comes to!us for the
tea leaves that have made the &ills of
Bohea famous wherever the sun shines.
We believe that your country would
find a commerce rich and profitable
enough with our pecplé to repay it for
the boon for which we now humbly
pray. Teacher, all this is written on
the vermillion scroll which we beg you
1o accept from us. Do you, therefore,
| take this our petition and present it
to the ruler of your country, the presi-
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petition to the United States,
it had been favorably re-

ceived by one president, a suc eeding |

president (Cleveland) had denied their
prayer. The censor referred the mat-
ter to the 4
that the attempt be made.
Smyth, who had begun 10 ex
petition, called their attention to
would be a prime requisite.

the leading officers and officials of the
| provinee, but it bore no evidence that
it expressed the will or desire of- th_e
peopie over whom they ruled. '.r\mr_‘n-
cans would certainly not consider an
offer made by officials alone, said Dr.
Smyth, unless they were satisfied tha}_
themselves desired this
For a moment the mandarins
were non-plussed, but when they com-
prehended the American attitude
mind they quickly aeeapted the implied
challenge. One of the younger men

| spoke up, saying:

“in this we are acting not for our-
selves, but for the people. They

be of the same mind as we are. If

it is desired, we will secure the names |

of the people to the petition.”
“And 1 will guarantee
have the signature of every important
merchant and business man in the
| great parts of the provinee,’}, added
the old censor.

“All this will
Smyth, greatly
gestion which
tunify to consi
| and consult with
that seemed best.
‘]w[itinn. until you have the supple-
mental petitions with the signatures.
Then all can be presented together, and

time,"”
relieved by the sug-
would give him
~ the matter maturel]
others ahout it
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I will aid you fo the best of my ability |

and judgment.”
As the delegation was retiring after
thanking him, Dr. Smyth said:

“Do you not know that you are im-z
course, |

periling your lives by this
and that yvou would be beheaded if this
were known in certain quarters?”

To which the old censor replied with

anti-foreign spirit which has marked

inces.
foreigh religion has been less sirong in
Fukien than in any other province of

China, for in its borders are found two-
ihirds of all Protestant .Christian con-
verts in the whole empire of China.
From the Chinese point of view, see-
ing the United States taking a prom-
inent part in Oriental world peolities
and establishing its flag in the far east,
it would seem that the reasons for the
annexation of Fukien were far more
potent now than ever before. It would
surprise no man familiar with the af-
fairs of the provinece, should that ver-
million petition journey across seas yet,
addressed to the* president of the
United States.

(Copyright, 1%, by G.

Children often inherit feeble diges-
tive  power and colic of a more or less
severe character results, when food is
taken which is at all difficult to di-
gest. WHITE'S CREAM VERMI-
FUGE acts as a general and perma-
nent tonic. Price, 25 ecents. Van
Dyke’'s Drug Store, cor. Main and 3d
South.
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allow a cough to run until it gets be-
yond the reach of medicine.
say, “Obh. it will wear away,” but in
they be induced te try the successful
medicine cailled Kemp's Balsam, which
is sold on a positive guarantee to cure,
they woeuld mmediately, see the excel-
lent effect after itaking the first dose.
Price, 25c. and 50c. Trial size free. For
sale by Goidbe-Pitts Dgug company
Salt Lake City, Utah.
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ITS YOUR LIVER.

OVER HALF OF THE SUICIDES IN THIS COUNTRY OAN BE
TRACED TO A DISORDERED LIVER. IN FACT, THERE IS
NO OTHER DISEASE THAT HAS SUCH A DEPRESSING EFFECT
ON THE PATIENT AS DISEASE OF THE LIVER. THOUSANDS
OF PEOPLE ARE TO-DAY DOCTORING FOR SOME IMAGINARY
AILMENT, WHO, IF THEIR LIVER WERE WORKING IN A
HEALTHY MANNER, WOULD BE IN PERFECT HEALTH. THE
LIVER ACT® AS A PURIFIER OF THE BLOOD, AND ABOVE
ALL OTHER'MEMBERS OF THE BODY, SHOULD BE ATTENDED
TO CAREFULLY.
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ic a gnaranteed cure for all diseases of the liver.
and leaves none of the bad effects that result from calomel and other

poisonous drugs.

It acts immediately

And all other troubles arising from disordered, weak
It makes pure blood, 2 good

digestion cr inactive Kidneys or Liver.

appetite and builds up the whole system.

A MILD LAXATIVE, WORKS RAPIDLY AND

WITHOUT A GRIPE OR PAIN.

One thing is certain—LINCOLN TEA moves the Bowels

A 100-Page Book of Stories and Anecdotes of Abraham
Lincoln free with every 25-cerft package.

a proverb which may be translated—
“Che man of virtue will do the right |

though his life be forfeit,”
others murmured their assent.
Before the circulation the
| tions had fairly started there was
marked a change in the aspect
| affairs that the documents were with-
| drawn from circulation, with the un-
derstanding, however,
might be brought up at
which might seem favorable.
| open seere
many influential men of the province
have been hoping that the annexation
| might some day be brought about.
Fukien is one of the richest prov-
inces in CHina. and would be one
| the most eagerly sought in case of par-
tition. It lies on the scutheastern coast
i of China, opposite the island of Formo-
sa. Along its northermn and western
! borders runs a high range of moun-
{ tains, which literally cuts this province
out from the rest of the Chinese em-
pire. From this great range down to-
| wards the coast reach out ranzes
| minor Hills, which give to the province
in agreeable diversity of scenery, that
| has been compared to that of our state
of Maine. Between these hills stretch
| rich valleys, which support one of the
densest popu'ations of this earth, in
one of the earth’s most favored re-
| Zior Its plains lie on the sunny side
of the mountains and roil down in well-
| watered slopes to the ocean’'s edge.

and

of

of

any time

It

[

18

| Numerous rivers, navigable almost to |
highlands, |

| their source in the western
| flow down to the sea, which washes
| coast unmatched for tfe attractiveness
jand convenlence of its numercus har-
i bors] The province was anciently
i called Min, after its famous river,
| which still bears that name, but
magnificent location and its many pe-
| culiar advantages became so noted that
li‘(s ancient name was abandoned, while
{ the natives gave it the more expressive
i;mcl better descriptive title of Fukien
{
{
i
|
|
|
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(The Happy Establishment). Fukien is
an empire in itzelf, and cut off as it is
by the mountain range which sur-
rounds it, there is no other province in
! China which could detach itself from
{zho empire with so little disturbance,
! either to itself or its surrounding ter-
| ritory. . It covers an area but little
{larger than the state of Ohio, but has
| a population of some 22,000,000. The
| people speak a dialect peculiar to.them-
' selves and have marked characteristics
which distinguish them. from other Chi-
nese, with whom, in fact, they have
often been at war. To this day a deadiy
feud exists between them and the
Hantse, who occupy the northwestern
slope of the great mountain range that
divides them. Frequent raids, plun-
dering -and punitive, dre even now
made over the mountains into each
other’s territory. The Fukienese are a
hardy and vigorous race. For hundr:ds
of years they have been noted as mer-
chants and sea-going men. Their
. ports, Amoy, Chin Chow and Foochow.
| were. great emporia, celebrated
| throughout the east over 1600 years ago.
‘ Fukien occupies that part of the Chi-

nese mainland nearest to our island’

sgion in  the #Philippines. The
people of the province have been po-
culiar for the absence of that intense
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